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AIMS OF THE WASH WADER RINGING GROUP

The Group aims to monitor waders using the Wash, to provide a better understanding of their
biology. This will allow decisions which may affect these waders to be taken in the light of factual
information.

Work concentrates on eleven target species (Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Knot,
Sanderling, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Redshank and Turnstone), studying:

o the patterns of migration and origin of each species and any known populations;

e the importance of the Wash as a whole;

e the importance of sub-areas of the Wash;

e the use of biometrics and other techniques to understand how birds use the Wash;
e long-term population dynamics.
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TOTAL RINGED 60 93 45 83 103 227 151 195 602 26 231 84 98 30 6 32 2 0
Site Code HET  AFS AFS HET SNX HET WMW WTH SNB HEK AFS LvVv AFS  GEX LVT  WTH WTV FMA
Date 06-01 06-01 17-02 14-07 12-08 12-08 12-08 13-08 14-08 15-08 15-08 16-08 16-08 08-09 09-09 09-09 10-09 10-09
Nets fired / (mist nets) 1 (16) a7) 1 1 2 1 1 1 27) 9) (13) (13) 1 1 1 -
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SNX GEX FMA  Total

Sanderling Heacham NN (Cathy Ry

Site codes used: AF = Terrington; FM = Friskney; GE = Gedney; HE = Heacham; LV = Leverton;
SN = Snettisham; WM = Wainfleet; WT = Wrangle. The third letter defines a sub-division of a site. See Wash Map p. 2.
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Common Sandpiper

Turnstone 20 2

TOTAL RINGED 163 102 53 22 62 103 146 348 1 59 57 67 6 4 54
Site Code HET AFS HEW WTH HET SNC SNC SNX WME WTH WTH AFT SNC WTV HET
Date 23-02 23-02 24-02 01-08 02-08 02-08 03-08 03-08 04-08 05-08 05-08 05-08 06-08 31-08 31-08
Nets fired / (mist nets) 1 (16) 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 9) (21) 2 2 1

--- Retraps / Controls ---
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TOTAL CONTROLS 26 6 36 1 28 0 3 24 0 9 2 1 0 0 18
TOTAL WADERS 189 108 89 23 90 103 149 372 1 68 59 68 6 4 72




Keeping cages at Horseshoe lag
(Chantal MacleodNolan
Site codes used: AF = Terrington; FM = Friskney; HE = Heacham; SN = Snettisham; WM = Wainfleet; WT = Wrangle. The

third letter defines a sub-division of a site. See Wash Map p. 2.







Grey Plover 2018 2019 Grey Plover (Guy Andersol



Turnstone

Other schemes that WWRG participates in

Black-tailed Godwit

The Group continues to participate in established
long-term studies of the islandica subspecies of
Black-tailed Godwit breeding in Iceland. Colour-
marking of birds captured on passage through
the Wash began over a quarter of a century ago
in 1993 and the group continues to mark birds
caught during fieldwork. The project uses four
colour rings of a range of colours to identify
individuals. Re-encounters of birds marked by

Bar-tailed Godwit 2018 2019

The Group marks Turnstone with a black
scheme-marker ring on the left tibia, two colour
rings on the left tarsus and two colour rings on
the right tarsus. Over 200 Turnstone have been
marked since the project began over 15 years
ago. During that time the main capture site for
marked Turnstone has shifted from Port Sutton
Bridge to Heacham North Beach. A hiatus in
capture and marking for this location for five
years (now resolved) has resulted in a decline in
the number of individuals in the project.
However, a successful catch of 21 birds in 2019
has reinvigorated the project, allowing year-on-
year survival estimates to be made.

researchers in Iceland, Britain, Ireland, France,
Spain and Portugal are frequently made by the
Group (see WWRG website for list of
publications).




Greenshank 2018 2019

Notable sightings by WWRG of birds marked by other groups

Sightings on the Wash of birds marked by other groups are often interesting and add to our overall
understanding on how birds move between breeding, passage and wintering locations. Just over 100 of
these encounters were made in 2018 and 2019. Below are selected highlights.

Oystercatcher

5155505 ringed on 6 July 2014 in Norway as a
nestling, re-sighted feeding at Snettisham on 13
October 2018 and previously sighted by the
Group at Heacham Beach South in March 2015
and at Snettisham in September 2017.

FP85208 ringed at Welwick Saltmarsh
(Yorkshire side of the Humber) on 4 March 2017
by Humber Ringing Group at three years old and
re-encountered at Holme on 13 October 2018 -
the first re-encounter of this bird.

11038 ringed at Houten, Netherlands, by the
Utrecht Ringing Group on 9 May 2018 when at
least three-years-old and seen on 12 October
2018 and 13 October 2019 at Snettisham. It has
subsequently been re-encountered back in The
Netherlands on multiple occasions from late
February onwards.

5193928 ringed as a pullus on 19 June 2018 at
Rogaland, south-west Norway and re-sighted on
26 January 2019 at Snettisham. This bird is
typical of a further three individuals marked by
the same project in the same location as pulli
and re-encountered by us in winter.

Avocet

EL93874 gained fame after being ringed as a
pullus at the Dunkirk colony (Norfolk) in 2013
and subsequently ,adoptede by a pair of
Oystercatchers. It has been seen by us 16
times, with encounters made more
straightforward by its association with large
flocks of Oystercatchers.

Bar-tailed Godwit

NflagYY/RP ringed as an adult female on the
island of Terschelling (Netherlands) in August
2015 and seen on the Wash in winter on
seventeen separate occasions since 2016. This
individual is also consistently seen in the
Netherlands Institute for Sea Research study
sites on the Waddensee (on both spring and
autumn passage).

Black-tailed Godwit

BB/RGflag ringed as an adult male on 11
November 2011 at the Tagus Estuary, Portugal,
and seen at Snettisham RSPB reserve on 13
July 2018. It has been seen multiple times in
Portugal (wintering site), the Wash (autumn




































Snaefellsnes Peninsula.

In eight days of field work in May 2019 we
recorded 102 sightings of 84 individual Knot
(Table 1). Most of these birds had been colour-
marked in south-west Iceland or in The
Netherlands. The histories of the birds indicate
that they are mainly following recognised
movements, spending autumn and early winter
in the Wadden Sea before moving in a westerly
direction to estuaries in Britain and Ireland
(examples of which are given below).

Table 1. Knot sightings in south-west Iceland
14...21 May 2019

Number of colour-
marked birds seen

Country where
colour -marked

South-west Iceland

The birds were found mainly in the same roosts
as the original colour-marking site in 2014 or
2017. Many of these birds have only been seen
in Iceland (some in several years) demonstrating
a high level of site fidelity.

98M: Colour-marked in Iceland on 22 May 2017,
this bird was seen in the Wadden Sea in August,
September and October in both 2017 and 2018,
moving to the Stour estuary in the UK for the
winter, having been seen there between
November and March in both years.

20P: Colour-marked in Iceland on 24 May 2017,
this bird was subsequently seen at Snettisham in
October 2018 and in Dundalk Bay, Ireland in
March 2019.

Knot 03C at Skogarnes on 19 May 2019 wher
was ringed on 20 May 2017 (Carole Dav

The Netherlands

N8YRGN: Colour-marked in The Netherlands on
23 March 2015, this bird was seen in the
Wadden Sea in September/October in 2015,
2016 and 2017 and also in March/April in both
2015 and 2016. The bird was then seen on 3
February 2019 on Merseyside.

Norway

Although Knot mainly follow the same migration
route from year to year, previous studies have
shown that a small number of birds switch from
staging in Norway to staging in Iceland on spring
migration (Wilson et al. 2011). KLX (below),
seen by the team in Iceland in 2019,
demonstrates this switch.

KLX: Colour-marked in Porsangerfjord in
northern Norway on 19 May 2008, this bird was
again seen in Porsanger in mid-May in both
2010 and 2012. However, KLX was seen in
south-west Iceland in mid-May in both 2018 and
2019 and therefore appears to have altered its
spring migration route at some point between
2012 and 2018.



NE Iceland 0 1

Norway 1 8

NW England

Total 84 50

South-west Iceland

The histories of these two birds suggests that
they have been travelling around together since
2017.

01K and 61K: Colour-marked together on 22
May 2017 at Straumfjordur in south-west
Iceland, re-sighted together at Lambastadir,
south-west Iceland in May 2018 and seen
together on 4 August 2019 at Straumfjordur.
61K was also seen on several occasions
between August and October 2017 in the

Wadden Sea whereas 01K was re-sighted at
Dundalk Bay, Ireland on 13 March 2019.

North-west England

XX: Colour-marked on 3 March 2018, this Knot
was seen at 9am on 29 July 2019 in south-west
Iceland and, just two days later, on the morning
of 31 July 2019, back near the colour-marking
site on Merseyside.

K5: Colour-marked on 22 September 2017, this
bird remained on Merseyside until at least 25
March 2018, before flying to north-west Iceland
where it was sighted on 22 May. It was then
seen on Humberside on 18 August 2018 before
returning to Merseyside where it remained until
at least 6 April 2019.



0., Croger, R., Dick, W., Hooper, K., Morrison. G., Potts, P., Swinfen, B. &

Swinfen, R. (2011) Red Knots marked in N Norway switch spring migration staging area to
Iceland. Wader Study Group Bulletin. 118, 175...18(




Species Number of Number of trapping
individuals dates when caught
(max=11)

Macros

Dusky Sallow

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwin 47

Ruby Tiger

Micros

Mother of Pearl 15

All species of moth have a limited adult flight season and depending on the geographical location may
have one or two generations a year. The length of flight season varies between species, e.g. Ruby Tiger
has two generations mid-April to June and mid-July to early September; Scarce Silver Lines flies from late
June to July (approximately). As most of the catches were during autumn passage, the most commonly

caught species reflect those in flight in August or September.

Common species

Three of the most common moth species we trapped were
eyellow underwingse - this refers to the bright colour of the hind
wings. The cryptic forewings are designed for camouflage. The
Large Yellow Underwing, is one of the most widespread moths in
Britain and can be found in any habitat, but is most numerous in
open, grassy locations. The larvae feed on grasses and many
herbaceous plants. This species, which is both resident and
immigrant, has increased in abundance and its flight season has
lengthened since the 1970s. The Lesser Yellow Underwing is
almost as numerous and has a longer flight season in the south
than in the north of Britain (Randle et al. 2019).

Species of note

Great Brocade (pictured right) and Star-wort are both Notable B
species (recorded in only 31-100 10 km squares in Britain). Star-
wort is very much a coastal species of southern Britain (Randle
et al. 2019) occurring on coastal salt marshes and in open
woodland. The larvae feed on the flowers, and sometimes the
leaves, of Sea Aster and Goldenrod in those habitats
respectively. Adults feed on Honeysuckle, campions and non-
native plants e.g. Red Valerian (Waring & Townsend 2017).



Randle, Z., Evans-Hill, I.J., Parsons, M.S., Tyner, A., Bourn, N.A.D., Davis, T., Dennis, E.B., O'Donnell,

M., Prescott, T., Tordoff , G.M. & Fox, R. {



Oyster - L-Ringed Ringed Golden Grey Lapwing Knot Sander- Little Curlew Purple Dunlin

catcher Plover Plover Plover Plover ling Stint Sepiper Sepiper



Setting nets at Terrington (Rob Robinsc

Ruff Snipe  Black-t | Bar-t Whimbrel Curlew Spotted Red- Green- Wood CommonTurnstong
Godwit | Godwit Reshank shank  shank  Sepiper Sepiper




Oyster L-Ringed Ringed Grey Lapwing Knot Sanderling  Curlew Dunlin

-catcher Plover Plover Plover Sepiper




Snipe Black-t Bar-t  Whimbrel Curlew Redshank Green- Wood  Common Turnstone

Godwit  Godwit shank S'piper S'piper
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[There were no recoveries involving WWRG Ringed Plover reported to the BTO in 2018/2019. The most recent|

of a WWRG Ringed Plover was in September 2014 when a bird ringed in The Netherlands was caught five

days later at Snettisham.

DB61395 Adult 12/10/03 Heacham, Norfol
Freshly dead 01/02/19 Heacham, Norfolk LOCAL







Bijagds, Guinea Bissau 11 10N 1552W 4,864 km SSW,
Recoveries involving Iceland and Norway are of birds
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\Vasterbotten, Sweden 64 43N 21 01E 1,763km NE]

, in the last two winters this bird has been seen on several occasions by the WWRG re-
sighting team around Heacham, indicating that it now winters on the Wash.

FH30917 Adult 12/08/14 Ken Hill, Heacham, Norfol
Colour-mark sighting 12/09/15 Snettisham, Norfolk LOCAL]
Colour-mark sighting 04/05/16 Norrbotten, Sweden 65 58N 21 13E 1,858 km =
Colour-mark sighting 18/09/16 Snettisham, Norfol
Colour-mark sighting 26/11/17 Pegwell Bay, Kent 51 18N 01 22E
Colour-mark sighting 08/05/18 Norrbotten, Sweden
Colour-mark sighting 15/06/18 Norrbotten, Sweden

187 km SSE

Less common are recoveries from Germany where Curlew also breed, the onl in 2018/2019

was a freshly dead bird in mid-April 2018.

15 Terrington Marsh, Norfolk|
Freshly dead 15/04/18 Gutersloh, Detmold, Germany

51 46N 08 26E 565 km ESE



IAmongst the UK recoveries was one from Conwy in Wales caught by SCAN Ringi

members of SCAN are also WWRG members, so it is likely that some ringers would have been present at|

both catches and that the same person may even have processed this bird on both occasions.

FH94270 Adult 19/09/16 Friskney New Marsh, Lincolnshire]

Caught by ringer 14/10/18 Llanfairfechan, Con 53 14N 04 0O0W 282 km W

This Curlew has been sighted on several occasions by the WWRG re-sighting team in autumn 2017 and

2018. A combination of all these records indicates that this bird passes through the Wash en route to its|
wintering site in Cornwall. In 2018, the bird was seen at Snettisham on 14 October and then in Cornwall

on 22 October.
FH81485 Adult 20/09/16 Snettisham, Norfol

Colour-mark sighting 26/12/16 Tresillian River, Cornwall 50 15N 05 oowW 475km  SW|

Colour-mark sighting 22/10/18 Tresillian River, Cornwall

Colour-mark sighting 04/03/19 Tresillian River, Cornwall

REWCEWEIESSE




Dead 04/03/18 Gedney Drove End, Lincolnshire LOCAL

Dead 04/03/18 Gedney Drove End, Lincolnshire LOCAL]







HERRING GULL

IAlmost all recoveries of Herring Gull were of dead birds found locally, one by members of the WWRG re-

sighting team on Snettisham beach. This bird was ringed as a first-year bird at Kinges Lynn RSPCA sd@

presumably had been injured.

GV72407 First-year 12/08/18 Kinges Lynn, NorfolK

Dead 29/09/19 Snettisham,’Norfolk LOCAL|

There was only one Herring Gull recovery away from the Wash.

Inner Westmark Knock, Terrington, Norfolk]
Hartlepool, Co. Durham 54 42N 01 15W

Nestling 06/07/13
Injured 23/04/18

230 km NNW

Robinson, R.A., Leech, D.l. & Clark, J.A. (2019) The Online Demography Report: bird ringing and nest|

recording in Britain & Ireland in 2018. BTO, Thetford. Accessed 1 March 2020,

, created on 7-August-2019.



ringed as adults which may be several years old at the time of ringing.

Table 1. Longevity records

blue italics.

Species Ringed in Britain and Ireland Ringed by WWRG
Oystercatcher FV27597 41yr Im FVv27597 41yr Im
Ringed Plover NV68817 21yr 11m BV85945 19yr 8m
Golden Plover 2072773 12yr Om DN77939 eyr 5m
Grey Plover DR33258 25yr im DR33258 25yr 1m
Lapwing DS30355 21yr im

Knot CE25745 27yr 3m CK68568 24yr Om
Sanderling BB52147 17yr 7m BB52147 17yr m
Little Stint KR8-- 3yr 11m

Curlew Sandpiper BV70618 14yr 10m

Purple Sandpiper NV03868 15yr 2m BV89291 1lyr 11m
Dunlin NS64038 19yr 3m NR32469 18yr 11m
Ruff CC91720 Oyr Om CE33211 eyr 7m
Snipe XC34292 16yr Om

?gfg\hgﬁi@drgc‘):gﬁe 4 by WwRG) EF90838 23yr  3m EP85146 23yr  1m
Bar-tailed Godwit DS66917 33yr 11m DS66917 33yr 11m
Whimbrel EK92102 24yr 1m

Curlew FV67501 32yr 7m FA10051 29yr 11m
Common Sandpiper NV54164 15yr 1m

Spotted Redshank DR28508 Tyr 5m DR28508 Tyr 5m
Greenshank DR70162 16yr Om DR96000 5yr 11m
Redshank DR74213 20yr 1m EJNOZ%EZG i%; 8m
Turnstone XS56243 20yr Om CC88754 19yr 2m




Qystercatcher FV27597  Adult Friskney 30/07/76  Shot France 04/09/17

Grey Plover DR33258 2" Summer Terrington 13/07/79  Controlled Terrington 31/08/04
Sanderling BB52147  Adult Snettisham 18/07/70  Controlled Heacham 21/02/88
Bar-tailed Godwit DS66917  Adult Wolferton 22/08/74  Controlled Terrington 04/08/08
Spotted Redshank DR28508 2" Summer Terrington 27/07/75  Dead Morocco 12/01/83









